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A NOTE FROM THE DIRECTOR 
 

 
Our bodies hold memory. Our bodies live and breathe our stories, the past, our ancestors' dreams and the 

possibility of a future of love, justice and belonging. I know that our choreographers are all feeling deep 

gratitude to be here, in this beautiful outdoor amphitheater, sharing their visions, imaginings and hopes 

with you all tonight. I am grateful for them - and working with them this quarter has reminded me of how 

critical it is to express ourselves, listen to one another, share our ideas about the present moment, 

imagine the future and MAKE ART!    

 

It has been a joy to help support each one of these young dance makers to bring their vision to life. I have 

learned so much from each of these courageous artists, and I feel the weight of this moment. Everyday 

seems to bring another major blow - for the past several years we are taking nonstop hits - to public 

education, arts and culture, healthcare, social services and to the health and safety of our family 

members. Many of us are reeling, holding on to one another to make sense of the world. I have found 

moments like this one - gathering in community, witnessing creative process, celebrating each other - to 

be critical for grounding in hope. There is so much we have taken for granted - like freedom of speech - 

freedom of expression - that don’t feel safe or certain right now, yet we continue to make, to imagine, to 

move and to connect with one another. This relentless pursuit of connection - this unstoppable will to 

move, to dance, to feel - it’s our lifeline. 

 

I encourage you all to lean in, listen, be curious and be open as you witness these 9 artists lead a cast of 

more than 60 incredible human beings to practice what it means to move our bodies, together, with a 

vision and a purpose. This is the work of 9 artists telling their truth. Let's hold them and hear them, and 

then move through our own lives with more courage and presence. Enjoy this work. Enjoy this night. Share 

your love with these artists as they discover their voices and practice what it means to show up!  

 

 

 
 
 

 



 

 

SHOW ORDER 
 

 

FUCK ICE! 
Choreographer: Mark Bentancourt 

Music: Zapateado Encabronado- Alacranes Musical. Prayed Up- Summer Walker. BANDIT- Don 
Toliver. This is America- Childish Gambino. I’m Tired- Labyrinth ft. Zendaya. 

​
Dancers: Italy Clark, Valeria Corona, Meleny Delacerda, Emily Gonzalez, Moises Gonzalez, Kayla 

Hess, Chazaiah Johnson, Aki Lam, Mariana Noriega, Leilani Rivera, Sivaanjali Thoppai, Allen 
Valencia, Anni Wu  

 

What started as a normal party of getting together as a family turned into a living nightmare. 

 Celebrating our Mexican heritage through tradition, heritage, culture, and movement, as we listen to the 
rattling percussion of the drums, our hearts start pumping. When we listen to the drums, our hearts beat 

as one, we feel the high energy through the sound and each other. And so we dance. We dance with love, 
excitement, and release. We stomp our feet on the ground, embrace one another, and shout to the top of 

our lungs. Families stay connected through love and connection, which is why we get together, party, and 
dance with each other. As we are living, laughing, and having fun, police sirens approach aggressively. 

Shocking our family with the intensity of seeing our family pinned down and getting arrested. What we did 
not expect at our loving celebration was a raid of Ice agents ripping our family from us. As the tears and 
shouting come from our immense emotions, we feel empty. A part of our humanity was stripped away in 

just a second. We feel hopeless and despair, as the loved ones they lost pain them to their core. 

We cannot fathom living in a world without them, yet we feel as if we cannot do anything with the authority 
around us that controls our livelihood every day. The authority is careless, ruthless, and puts itself on a 
pedestal in society. The government is this authority that limits the freedom of our family; they have the 

power to take our lives from us. The abuse of power makes the government appear as bandits. They use 
the hierarchy they created to take our freedom away, like criminals. As a family, we are tired of this. We are 

tired of the reality that we are treated unfairly in society. We are tired of the abuse we've endured from a 
system that doesn't want us to be free. We are tired of living in fear and feeling hopeless about seeing 

another day. We are tired of our family being taken from us and never getting to see them again. We are 
tired of the lack of humanity in our government today. 

 
 

 



 

love is 

Choreographer: Kelly Callejo 

Music: Original composition and editing by Keene Cheung, RUNAWAY w/orchestra by half-alive, 
and personal archived recording of Fenina F Callejo's Oral History (2020).  

Performer/Speaker/Interviewee: Fenina F Callejo 

Interviewer: Kelly Callejo 
​

Dancers: Kelly Callejo 

 

This piece is a re-remembering. A ritual of connection. To grieve is to be human, to reckon with the shape 
of our loss. How do we trace memory? How do we embrace memory as a means of acknowledging our 

roots? What does that process look like? How do we keep going, rest, and honor our loved ones: 
ancestors?  

 

It's Time To Shine 

Choreographer: James Selby 

Music: "When The Party's Over" (Instrumental Version) by Billie Eilish, performed by Alexander S.; 
"Boogie Wonderland (with The Emotions) - Single Version" by Earth, Wind & Fire & The Emotions  

Music Editing/Splicing: Italy Clark 

​
Dancers: Ava Barone, Italy Clark, Zoe Golston, James Selby, Logan Temple 

 

"It's Time To Shine" explores the journey from emotional darkness and disconnection into freedom, 
confidence, joy, and human connection. Blending groove, play, vulnerability, and community, the work 

invites the dancers to support one another while discovering what it means to be fully seen, expressive, 
and alive together.  

 
 

 



 

Kama: Desire as Revolution 

Choreographer: Vrisika Chauhan 

Music: Mohabbat by Arroj Aftab, Embrace by Ali Sethi & Gregory Rogrove, Escape From Jhaptaal 
by Ali Sethi, Hymn 4 Him (Ghoomray) by Ali Sethi, and Spoken Word by Alok Menon 

Sound Designer: Keene Cheun 

​
Dancers: Roxanne Brokhyser, Vrisika Chauhan Domitille Guerard, Itzel Melchor, Oluwatolani 

(Tolani) Olanrewaju Ojo, Sivaanjali Thoppai 

 

Kama: Desire as Revolution is a spiritual journey of ritual, imagining, and action towards a futurity of love, 
queerness, intimacy, sensuality, the erotic, and endless possibilities. Kama, translating to 

love/desire/pleasure, allows a perspective into this world, where Odissi, one of the 8 Indian Classical 
Dance forms, can exist beyond its normative practice. It curates space to experience Odissi within social 

contexts while merging its elements with different movement practices to share solidarity and 
individuality. The piece deconstructs Odissi’s hegemonic structures that play around with the forms 

postures, poses, and sensuality to decolonize and enhance its capacities for gender fluidity. Through this 
work we claim back power to our bodies, our love, our freedom, our stories and our voices that for too long 
have been silenced and controlled. Queer scholar José Esteban Muñoz describes queerness as a utopia, 

one that is not here yet nor in the past, but meets towards a future that is continuously being imagined. 
This piece ultimately is this utopia, that queerness does not exist yet, it lives in the desiring of its futurity. 

Leading me to ask the question: how do we imagine a future where practices such as Odissi can be 
accessible for experiencing gender liminality and queer liberation?  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

¡Alegría es mi Poder!   

Choreographer: Teresa Velasco 

​
Dancers: Ava Barone, Valeria Corona, Zoe Golston, Moises Gonzalez, Omar Lopez, Alisa Myerchin, 

Yuliana Noriega, Erica Rosslee, Vale Ruiz, Clio Salzer, Teresa Velasco 

 

This piece is inspired by the many ways my community celebrates life through music, dance, family, and 
parties. I incorporated traditional Mexican movement and party scenes that reflect moments many of us 
grow up around, including a quinceañera-inspired section that highlights an important stage of life and 
celebration. The choreography also explores the contrast between more traditional styles of celebration 

and the energy that younger generations bring to parties and gatherings. More than anything, this piece 
is about community, freedom, and the feeling of being able to celebrate together without fear of judgment. 
Even when all eyes are on us, we bring desmadre in the best way possible — full of joy, confidence, culture, 

and love for the people around us and ourselves. also want this piece to reflect how much I love my 
culture, my traditions, and the energy of my people. I am proud to come from this culture and to share its 

beauty, joy, and spirit through movement. 

 

where do we go from here? 

Choreographer: Julianna Celine Lawscha 

Music: 'Glorioso by Amaro Freitas and 'Intro' by Wednesday with composition and arrangement 
by Keene Cheung 

​
Dancers: Seher Basi, Nicole Constan, Kaitlyn Fong, Kayla Hess, Allen Valencia, Nava Waisman 

 

“Where do we go from here?” is a question that asks us to be reflexive. It gives us the opportunity to reflect 
and analyze situations in order to enact change. This process is how hope emerges out of despair. 

While working through movements our cast has also focused on inquiring and responding to questions 
that have no absolute answer, including, “where do we go from here?” This piece is a physical and 

embodied manifestation of the inquiries and responses that have been formed through conversation and 
writing over the course of the last ten weeks. 

 



 

Impasse-ing 

Choreographer: Amanda Carroll & Josie Marasco 

Music: “Count Me Out” by Kendrick Lamar; “Eat The Acid” by Kesha; “Rattlesnake” by Tsar B; “Dirt 
Off Your Shoulder” by JAŸ-Z; “Reflections of a Memory” by Avith Ortega, Akira Yamaoka; “White 

Noiz” by Akira Yamaoka; “Gassed” by Bobby Krlic; “Block Mind” by Akira Yamaoka; “Silent 
Heaven” by Akira Yamaoka; “Ptolemaea” by Ethel Cain 

(Sound Editing/Remixing/Arranging by Amanda Carroll) 

​
Dancers: Mark Betancourt, Ella Breaux, Makenna Holst, Stephanie Hunt, Kaylee Ishihara, Sage 

Kowalkowski, Hannah Lucas, Kiersten Mumford, Yuliana Noriega, Nazia Quadir, Yael Sela, Grace 
Trainor  

 

Content Warnings: Flashing Lights, Sudden/Loud Sounds, Depictions of Violence, Depictions of 
Suicidal Thoughts, Depictions of Drug Use, Depctions of Death  

 

Impasse, noun. “A predicament affording no obvious escape.”  

In passing, we end up at an impasse. We speak daily about our lives and our current situations, but don’t 
acknowledge the countless experiences that shaped us, piece by piece, into who we are today. In 

growing up, the socialization we experienced and participated in taught us how to interact and behave. 
For better or for worse, the passing bodies around us impacted our lives, no matter how long or short of a 

time they spent in our lives. And in life and death–or at least the feeling of it–those interactions have 
carried us into our current predicaments. Whether it’s coming from interpersonal drama, a lack of self 

worth, being ostracized by peers or choosing to conform, the feelings of life or death that come along with 
all of it are an instrumental part to growing up, and we carry all of these feelings and experiences with us 

even now in our adult lives.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

The Weight of Flawed Perfection 

Choreographer: J'sean Wiley 

Music: Song 

​
Dancers: J’Sean Wiley, Nicole Constan, Kaitlyn Fong, Chazaiah Johnson, Rachel Sanford, Mars 

Stern 

 

In most people’s eyes, perfection is the goal. We strive for perfection forgetting that nothing is perfect. In 
this process, we lose the thought of self acceptance. The thought of being okay with our true selves. We 
must break away from the mere idea of perfection. This piece is our way of letting go of the anxieties of 

not being perfect in whatever it is we feel the need to be. Finding our flaws and turning them into 
something beautiful. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 

THE CHOREOGRAPHERS 
 

 
 
Mark Betancourt - is a fourth-year dance major, choreographer for New Directions 26'. He's a dancer for 
past productions, Winter Works 25', New Directions 24' & 25'. His style involves Hip Hop foundations with 
Contemporary fusion, thus creating an R&B movement style. Which he mentions is grimy, raw, sharp, yet 
flowy and soft, which adds internal deep emotion to his movement. He is excited to choreograph and 
show his style on stage and share his work on government issues that connect to his experience in society 
today. 
 
Kelly Callejo - is graduating this year with a degree in Dance and a minor in AAPI Studies. they are so 
grateful for the joyful time and experiences with/in community here in the dance department, and are 
forever changed by these loving ripples of connection. UC San Diego credits include: Forward Movement 
(ONLY!), Motherloss (U/S Chorus), joyUS justUS, WinterWorks '24 (Can We Kick It?), Little Amal 
Compartiendo Reflexiones. Additional credits include: learning to feel the things i push away (2025) 
choreographed by Lauren Ai Ling Lee in S P A C E Rising Showcase, SAG/AFTRA short film/proof of 
concept entitled “Kaleidoscope" choreographed by Kara Mack (2025), site-specific dance film tide pulls 
choreographed by Emily Sutherland & Jenna Wu-Cardona in S P A C E Rising Showcase (2024), and come 
out and play choreographed by Kysha Mercader (2019). (they/them) 
Special thank you to the Bulosan Center for Filipino American Studies, now transitioned to Amado Khaya 
Initiative (#belove, #beloved, #beamado), and particularly Dr. Robyn Rodriguez, for opening your Filipino 
American History course to the community, which allowed me to learn about oral histories and led 
(inspired) me to ask my Nana Fe some questions and collect her oral history later that Spring. 

Amanda Carroll - is a third-year double major in visual arts media and dance from the Bay Area, 
California. They have been dancing and choreographing for about fifteen years, though this is her first 
time performing in a UCSD Theater and Dance Department production, as she primarily performs with 
UCSD student organizations KUT Dance Team (of which they are Artistic Director) and Muse Dance 
Company. They are very excited to be exploring storytelling and movement-making for this production 
alongside so many other talented creative minds. UC San Diego credits: Muse Dance Company Fall 
Showcases: Fall (2023), “Elevate” (2024) Fall (2024), “Eclipse” (2025), Fall (2025); KUT Dance Team-affiliated 
performances: Fusion Dance Competition Kickoff (2024), Evoke Collaborative Dance Showcase (2024), 
Friends & Family Showcase: “Love” (2025), Friends & Family Showcase: “Dreams” (2025), Friends & Family 
Showcase: “Virtual World” (2025). Additionally, they have been involved in various film projects as both a 
crew member and a performer, including but not limited to: “Old Stage Road” (2024, Production Team), and 
SAG-AFTRA affiliated and award winning short film “In Dreams” (2025, Dancer).  

 



 

Vrisika Chauhan - is a fifth‑year double major in psychology and dance from the Bay Area, California. She 
began her dance training at age eleven in Odissi, Indian Classical dance, and has since expanded her 
practice through training in various dance disciplines at UC San Diego. Her choreographic work engages 
social activism and storytelling through the lens of her cultural ancestry and identity, emphasizing 
collective liberation and ancestral resilience. As an emerging dance scholar, her current research 
investigates queer possibilities within Odissi movement. She would like to thank her mentors Ana María 
Álvarez and Dr. grace shinhae jun for their immense support and guidance in helping discover her artistic 
voice. UC San Diego credits include: New Directions; Ānandanuṁ pān̄jaruṁ - Choreographer (2023), Walk 
with Amal (2023), Winter Works; Can We Kick It? and ¡azúcar! (2024), New Directions; Bolo Azadi!- 
Choreographer (2024), joyUS justUS (2024), Winter Works; Briyumba Congo (2025), Wagner New Play 
Festival; Motherloss (2025), Performance Lab; Forward Movement (Only)! (2025), and Winter Works; 
Processing Sugar Notes: Freedom is a constant quest (2026). Additional credits include collaborations 
with CONTRA‑TIEMPO Dance Activist Theater, The California Endowment, Cornerstone Theater, and 
SAG-AFTRA credited Kaleidoscope short film (2025).  
 
Julianna Lawscha - is graduating this year with a degree in Human Developmental Sciences focusing on 
Healthy Aging. They love the creativity of social dancing and visual arts. Julianna wants to continue to be 
in community, enact change in spaces, and uplift others. They are inspired by the sounds and sights of 
everyday life and other artists. Special thank you to Francis Galang for the original lecture that sparked 
this idea, and everyone else who fed into the creative process. To my cast, thank you for sharing this 
process with me and trusting me with your time and with your bodies. This work only exists because of our 
collaboration in the space, and our shared words and writing.  
 
Josie Marasco - is a third year dance major with a biology minor. She has been dancing for 18 years, 
training in various styles including ballet, contemporary, jazz and ballroom. This is her 3rd production with 
UCSD Dance Department. She has previously been in New Directions 2024 and WinterWorks 2026, as well 
as Muse Dance Company’s Fall and Spring Show 2023-2026.  
 
James Selby - is a first-year transfer Dance major and Theatre minor at UC San Diego, originally from 
Lima, Peru. Beginning his dance journey later in life, he transferred from Saddleback College to UC San 
Diego at the age of 41 to continue pursuing his artistic path. 

His choreographic work explores vulnerability, identity, emotional resilience, and the search for freedom 
through movement and human connection. Drawing from personal experience, groove culture, and 
communal storytelling, his work investigates how dance can transform isolation into connection and 
movement into liberation. UC San Diego performance credits include Performance Lab: Forward 
Movement (Only!) (2025) and WinterWorks (2026). (he/him) 

 

 



 

Teresa Velasco De La Rocha - is from Whittier, California and is currently a Communication major at UC 
San Diego. Although she dances mainly for fun, dance has always been a part of her everyday life and 
something that brings her comfort, confidence, and joy. She enjoys using choreography as a way to 
express herself and connect with others through movement and music. Through this piece, Teresa hopes 
to share a part of herself and create something meaningful and enjoyable for both the dancers and the 
audience. She is very thankful for her cast’s support, energy, and hard work throughout the process. 
 
J'Sean Wiley - is a third year dance major. UC San Diego credits: New Directions, Winter Works! Other 
credits: Holiday Wishes 2022, Graduation Act. J’Sean is grateful for the opportunity of being in the show 
and to work with such amazing people, as he can’t wait to share the power of dance with the community! 
 
Anni Wu - is a second year undergraduate student double-majoring in Joint Mathematics-Economics, 
and Dance.  She has been dancing since age 3, with years of training in ballet, contemporary, and many 
other styles. Her UC San Diego Credits include WinterWorks’25 ‘26, New Directions ’25. 
 

 

THE DANCERS 
 

 
 

Ava Barone - is a  second year Theatre Major. She started her dance journey at a young age and took it to 
the next level as a Varsity Dance Captain in High School! While exploring her Theatre skill-sets at UC San 
Diego, this is her first performance with the Dance Department. She’s performed in multiple Company 157 
plays, a handful of student films and pursued outside opportunities with the help of representation from 
Love Talent Agency. She is super grateful for the opportunity and hopes everyone enjoys the show! 
 
Seher Basi - is a fourth-year Human Biology and Global Health major minoring in dance. She is originally 
from Michigan and has been dancing since she was 4 years old. She is excited to be participating in a 
New Directions this year as her first and final performance with the UCSD dance department. 
 
Mark Betancourt - is a fourth-year dance major, choreographer for New Directions 26'. He's a dancer for 
past productions, Winter Works 25', New Directions 24' & 25'. His style involves Hip Hop foundations with 
Contemporary fusion, thus creating an R&B movement style. Which he mentions is grimy, raw, sharp, yet 
flowy and soft, which adds internal deep emotion to his movement. He is excited to choreograph and 
show his style on stage and share his work on government issues that connect to his experience in society 
today. 
 
 

 



 

Ella Breaux -  is a third-year dance major from Laguna Beach, CA. She has 18+ years of dance experience, 
training in a multitude of styles. She would like to thank her family and friends for their support through 
her dance journey and the UC San Diego dance department for the opportunity to train and perform. Her 
UC San Diego credits: New Directions ‘24, New Directions ‘25, Muse Dance Company Showcase ‘25, and 
WinterWorks ‘26. 
 
Roxanne Brookhyser - is a first-year psychology major at UC San Diego. Originally from Huntington Beach, 
California, she trained extensively in multiple styles of dance and musical theater at the Huntington Beach 
Academy for the Performing Arts, where she was a dance major and musical theater minor. Roxanne is 
thrilled to continue performing at UC San Diego through this production and looks forward to continuing 
her involvement in the performing arts community. Previous UC San Diego credits include: WinterWorks 
2026. 
 
Kelly Callejo - (they/them) is graduating this year with a degree in Dance and a minor in AAPI Studies. they 
are so grateful for the joyful time and experiences with/in community here in the dance department, and 
are forever changed by these loving ripples of connection. UC San Diego credits include: Forward 
Movement (ONLY!), Motherloss (U/S Chorus), joyUS justUS, WinterWorks '24 (Can We Kick It?), Little Amal 
Compartiendo Reflexiones. Additional credits include: learning to feel the things i push away (2025) 
choreographed by Lauren Ai Ling Lee in S P A C E Rising Showcase, SAG/AFTRA short film/proof of 
concept entitled “Kaleidoscope" choreographed by Kara Mack (2025), site-specific dance film tide pulls 
choreographed by Emily Sutherland & Jenna Wu-Cardona in S P A C E Rising Showcase (2024), and come 
out and play choreographed by Kysha Mercader (2019). 
 
Amanda Carroll - is a third-year double major in visual arts media and dance from the Bay Area, 
California. They have been dancing and choreographing for about fifteen years, though this is her first 
time performing in a UCSD Theater and Dance Department production, as she primarily performs with 
UCSD student organizations KUT Dance Team (of which they are Artistic Director) and Muse Dance 
Company. They are very excited to be exploring storytelling and movement-making for this production 
alongside so many other talented creative minds. UC San Diego credits: Muse Dance Company Fall 
Showcases: Fall (2023), “Elevate” (2024) Fall (2024), “Eclipse” (2025), Fall (2025); KUT Dance Team-affiliated 
performances: Fusion Dance Competition Kickoff (2024), Evoke Collaborative Dance Showcase (2024), 
Friends & Family Showcase: “Love” (2025), Friends & Family Showcase: “Dreams” (2025), Friends & Family 
Showcase: “Virtual World” (2025). Additionally, they have been involved in various film projects as both a 
crew member and a performer, including but not limited to: “Old Stage Road” (2024, Production Team), and 
SAG-AFTRA affiliated and award winning short film “In Dreams” (2025, Dancer).  
 
 
 

 



 

Vrisika Chauhan - is a fifth‑year double major in psychology and dance from the Bay Area, California. She 
began her dance training at age eleven in Odissi, Indian Classical dance, and has since expanded her 
practice through training in various dance disciplines at UC San Diego. Her choreographic work engages 
social activism and storytelling through the lens of her cultural ancestry and identity, emphasizing 
collective liberation and ancestral resilience. As an emerging dance scholar, her current research 
investigates queer possibilities within Odissi movement. She would like to thank her mentors Ana María 
Álvarez and Dr. grace shinhae jun for their immense support and guidance in helping discover her artistic 
voice. UC San Diego credits include: New Directions; Ānandanuṁ pān̄jaruṁ - Choreographer (2023), Walk 
with Amal (2023), Winter Works; Can We Kick It? and ¡azúcar! (2024), New Directions; Bolo Azadi!- 
Choreographer (2024), joyUS justUS (2024), Winter Works; Briyumba Congo (2025), Wagner New Play 
Festival; Motherloss (2025), Performance Lab; Forward Movement (Only)! (2025), and Winter Works; 
Processing Sugar Notes: Freedom is a constant quest (2026). Additional credits include collaborations 
with CONTRA‑TIEMPO Dance Activist Theater, The California Endowment, Cornerstone Theater, and 
SAG-AFTRA credited Kaleidoscope short film (2025).  
 
Italy Clark - Italia Villarial, known as Italy, is an undergraduate student pursuing a bachelor’s in dance. 
She has over nineteen years of experience in a multitude of genres; Italia has performed with Carlsbad 
Dance Centre, Sole Talk Youth Tap Company, Reverb Tap Company, La Jolla Playhouse and The Ford 
Theatre in Los Angeles. 
 
Nicole Constan - is a fourth-year graduating with a double major in sociology and education and a dance 
minor. She is passionate about the ways that the arts act as a way of bringing people of various 
backgrounds together.  She is grateful for the time she has been able to spend in the UCSD dance 
department.  
 
Valeria Corona - is a third-year student double majoring in dance and sociology. She has over 10+ years 
of experience in multiple genres, mainly focusing on Latin dance. UC San Diego credits include: 
WinterWorks; ¡azúcar! (2024), UCSD Dance By The Shores (2024), ¡azucar! by CONTRA-TIEMPO Dance 
Activist Theater; Community Cast Member (2024),  joyUS justUS by CONTRA-TIEMPO Dance Activist 
Theater; Community Cast Member (2024), Kaleidoscope short film; SAG credited; choreographed by Kara 
Mack (2025), Winter Works; Briyumba Congo (2025) & The Fall of the Great Baobab Tree (2025), UCSD 
Dance By The Shores (2025), UCSD Dancesport Showcase (2025), New Directions; Poder de la Conexion 
(2025), Performance Lab; Forward Movement (Only)!  (2025), UCSD Dance By The Shores (2026), 
WinterWorks; Processing Sugar Notes: Freedom is a constant quest (2026), UCSD Dancesport Showcase 
(2026). 
 
 
 

 



 

Meleny Delacerda - is a first-year pre-med Human Biology major. She has danced competitively for 
around 13 years, 8 of those years with her dance studio,  “Kast Academy of the Arts.” She has competed in 
high-level dance competitions such as World of Dance in 2023, 2024, and 2025—entering the World 
Division and representing the U.S. Throughout high school, she has also been flown out to Tennessee to 
help assist another dance studio. Overall, she is very passionate about dance and her craft as an artist!   
 
Kaitlyn Fong -  is a fourth-year Human Biology major with minors in Dance and Business from Redwood 
City, California.  This is her fourth time participating in New Directions, and she is so grateful for all the 
time she has spent with the UCSD dance department! (she/her/hers) 
 
Emily Gonzalez - is a third-year Neuroscience Major, double minoring in dance and entrepreneurship. She 
has been dancing for 9 years and 4 years doing competitive dance at the state and national level in styles 
like hip-hop and jazz. She has been on the path of developing her own movement and bringing more 
hispanic representation to UC San Diego through styles like reggaeton, cumbia, and other latin styles.  
 
Moises Gonzalez - is a fourth-year pre-med General Biology major. He is from Southern San Diego (often 
referred to as the “South Bay” region). Through both science and the performing arts, he has developed 
an appreciation for the dedication, discipline, and resilience that each field requires. 
 
Zoe Golston - is a second year Theatre major and this is her first performance with the Dance Department! 
She is originally from Scottsdale, Arizona and has been studying dance and theatre since she was young. 
In high school she participated in many plays and musicals, even choreographing a few of them! Her 
UCSD credits include multiple plays with Company 157 and a few student short films.  
 
Domitille Guérard - is a fourth year International Studies major with a concentration in Political Science. 
She is originally from the Bay Area. Her dance background is mostly in ballet, though she is excited to 
explore different styles and to participate in her first UCSD dance show. 
 
Kayla Hess - is a second year psychology major and dance minor. They grew up dancing in Berkeley, 
California and have appreciated expanding their dance practice in their time at UCSD. UCSD credits: 
WinterWorks ‘25, New Directions ‘25, and the Three Musketeers (Dance Ensemble).  
 
Makenna Holst - is a third year neurobiology major and dance minor from San Diego, CA. She has 16+ 
years of training in various styles, including contemporary, ballet, and tap. She is grateful for the 
opportunities the UCSD dance department has given her to continue her dancing through her 
undergraduate studies and expand her knowledge of a multitude of dance forms. Her UC San Diego 
Performance credits include: WinterWorks ‘25 and WinterWorks ‘26.  
 

 



 

Stephanie Hunt - is a third year economics major. She is from the Bay Area and has over nineteen years of 
technical dance training. She is currently a professional dancer for the National Lacrosse League San 
Diego Seals Sirens Dance Team and was a 2026 finalist for the San Francisco 49ers Gold Rush 
Cheerleaders.  
 
Kaylee Ishihara - is a third-year Linguistics Speech Science major with a minor in Education. Originally 
from Oakland, CA, Kaylee grew up dancing ballet and contemporary. This is her first time performing in 
New Directions, and she is so grateful for the learning opportunity and experience. Her UCSD credits 
include Aequora Ballet ’24, ’25, ‘26.  
 
Chazaiah Johnson - is a second-year Theatre major who loves to perform. Garnering a passion for it at a 
young age, he has taken it upon himself to strengthen his craft. Having done the 2025 New Directions 
production, Performance lab in the fall, and a plethora of other shows branching from his adolescence to 
adulthood, he is very excited to get back on stage once again. He ultimately strives to be an all-round 
performer, and opportunities like this allow him to flex his creative muscles. 
 
Sage Kowalkowski - is a fourth year majoring in dance and political science: public law and minoring in 
theatre. She has over fifteen years of dance training, specifically focusing on ballet and contemporary. Her 
UCSD performance credits include: WinterWorks ‘24, New Directions ‘24 (Choreographer), WinterWorks ‘26 
 
Aki Lam  - is a first year transfer planning to major in Dance and minor in Environmental Systems and 
Chemistry. She is from the Bay Area, and comes from a competitive gymnastics and dance background, 
with experience in genres such as jazz, hip hop, contemporary, and ballet dance.  Aki has worked as a 
performer for four seasons at California’s Great America, and has performed at UCSD for Forward 
Movement  (Only!) ‘25 and  WinterWorks ‘26. She is grateful and excited to be a part of Mark Betancourt’s 
piece to speak out on relevant societal issues, using dance as a medium of storytelling.  
 
Julianna Lawscha -  is graduating this year with a degree in Human Developmental Sciences focusing on 
Healthy Aging. They love the creativity of social dancing and visual arts. julianna wants to continue to be 
in community, enact change in spaces, and uplift others.  
 
Omar Lopez - is a second-year theatre and dance double major. He's from the Bay Area, and has done 4 
years of dance and 3 in musical theatre throughout high school. UC San Diego credits: Three Musketeers 
(Dance Ensemble), Motherloss (Understudy), WinterWorks 2025 (Dancer), making this his fourth show here. 
 
Hannah Lucas - is a third-year cognitive and behavioral neuroscience major and dance minor from 
Sacramento, CA. She is grateful to be a part of such a wonderful, hardworking production! UC San Diego 
credits: WinterWorks ‘24, ‘25,  ‘26, and New Directions ‘24 and ‘25.  
 

 



 

Josie Marasco - is a third year dance major with a biology minor. She has been dancing for 18 years, 
training in various styles including ballet, contemporary, jazz and ballroom. This is her 3rd production with 
UCSD Dance Department. She has previously been in New Directions 2024 and WinterWorks 2026, as well 
as Muse Dance Company’s Fall and Spring Show 2023-2026.  
 
Itzel Melchor - is a fourth-year Education Studies major graduating this quarter. She grew up in 
Escondido, California, and loved dancing ever since she could remember. Dancing is a part of her culture, 
and she has practiced many different types of dance throughout her life. In high school, she was on a 
dance team and continued to learn new forms of dance throughout her college career. Some of the art 
forms she has practiced include hip-hop, contemporary, ballet folklorico, jazz, contemporary, ballet, 
modern, jazz-funk, tap, stepping, wacking, bachata, cumbia, and many others. She has previously danced 
in WinterWorks in 2024 here at UCSD.  
  
Kiersten Mumford - is a first-year Human Developmental Sciences major and a Dance minor from San 
Diego, CA. She began dancing at four years old through local community theatre and has now become 
involved in the dance community through her high school’s dance team and Muse Dance Company here 
at UCSD.  She is very excited to be a part of New Directions, her first performance with UCSD’s dance 
department! 
 
Alisa Myerchin - is a fourth-year Marine Biology major at Sixth College graduating in 2027 whose 
passions for marine conservation and the performing arts have shaped her both academically and 
creatively. After a lifelong background in piano, voice and musical theatre, she discovered her love for 
dance in high school and has continued training in ballet, jazz, and contemporary throughout college, 
performing in WinterWorks (2024) and Performance Lab: Forward Movement (Only)! (2025). (she/her) 
 
Mariana Noriega - is a four-year Human Developmental Sciences major. She has loved to dance ever 
since she was little and began exploring different dance genres when she got to UCSD. This will be her 
second New Directions performance and she is excited to share the stage with all these incredible 
dancers. She is beyond thrilled to perform and happy to share what they have been working on for the 
past 10 weeks. 
 
Yuliana Noriega - is a fourth year Cognitive Science major. She started dancing her freshman year of high 
school, but was only able to explore different genres her senior year. She really enjoys dancing in her free 
time and is really excited to perform on stage again this year! Dance for her is a breath of fresh air and an 
outlet to release stress. UC San Diego credits: New Directions 25’.  
 
 
 
 

 



 

 
Oluwatolani (Tolani) Olanrewaju Ojo - is a junior majoring in Public Health and minoring in Dance. Born 
and Raised in Nigeria. Tolani was part of her high school dance team during her senior year of high 
school, which deepened her love for performance and community through dance. She loves using dance 
as a creative outlet to express herself, build confidence, and connect with others both on and off stage. 
(she/her). 
 
Nazia Quadir -  is a third-year linguistics and cognitive science major from Petaluma, CA. She has a 
background in classical ballet and contemporary, and has a passion for trying new dance styles. She is 
thankful for the opportunity to perform alongside the friends she has made at the UCSD Dance 
Department. UC San Diego credits: WinterWorks ‘24, ‘25, New Directions ‘24, ‘25.  
 
Leilani Rivera - is a third-year microbiology major and dance minor from Orange County, CA. She has 
been dancing for about 17 years in various forms of dance, such as ballet, contemporary, modern, jazz, 
tap, and others. Leilani has performed in many productions, the most recent being Too Darn Hot, an 
Original Staged Concert written by Kasey Viani (2025). This is her second time performing in New 
Directions, and she loves being a part of this cast! UC San Diego credits: Excerpts from West Side Story 
(Jerome Robbins; Tony Caligagan, 2024), New Directions ‘25, WinterWorks ‘26, Shattered Dreams (and 
where to put them) (Mack Lawrence, 2026). 
 
Erica Rosslee - is a third-year chemical engineering major from San Jose. She has been dancing for 10 
years, doing mainly musical theater and tap styles, while recently pivoting more towards hip hop. It has 
been a few years since she last performed, but she is excited to be doing so again. UC San Diego credits: 
Drag Brunch No Brunch ‘26.  
 
Valeria Ruiz - is a Los Angeles native double major graduating this quarter with  a BA in Dance and 
Sociology and a minor in Chicano/Latinx Studies. They have been dancing for 9 years training in ballet, 
contemporary, modern, salsa, and other various forms of dance. Vale is grateful for the support they have 
received from the UCSD Dance Community throughout their years of being involved with department 
productions such as Winterworks, and glad to end their senior year dancing with their community again. 
Vale is dedicating this performance to their family, loving partner, and the many friends they have made 
throughout their university years.  
 
Clio Salzer - is a second-year economics major from the Bay, hoping to minor in dance and environmental 
studies. They have a background in Theatre Dance and Hip hop from The Big Open Space and In the 
Groove Studios, respectively. She is thrilled to be performing again this quarter after their first department 
show last quarter. UC San Diego credits: WinterWorks 26’ 
 
 

 



 

 
Rachel Sanford - is a first-year general biology major. She has been dancing since the age of 5, with 
training in hip hop, tap, jazz, ballet, modern, lyrical, musical theatre, and heels. Rachel has recently joined 
the dance community at UCSD with her involvement in Bodyrock, UCSD’s break dancing club, and 
attending various workshop classes. Rachel has performed in productions including McCallum Theatre’s 
Open Call, Palm Springs International Dance Festival, Immersion, In Process, and Perspective. This is 
Rachel’s first time performing in New Directions, and she is very excited. 
 
Yael Sela - is a fourth-year Visual Arts Media major from Los Angeles. She has a lifelong passion for dance 
and is deeply grateful for all the memories and friends she has made here in the UCSD dance department. 
She is also very grateful to her professors at UC San Diego for their mentorship and support throughout 
her college journey. Her UC San Diego credits include New Directions ’24, ‘25, ’26 and Winter Works ’24, 
’25, 26’. 
 
James Selby - is a first-year transfer Dance major and Theatre minor at UC San Diego from Lima, Peru. He 
began dancing later in life and is passionate about movement as a form of freedom, connection, and 
self-discovery. UC San Diego performance credits include Performance Lab: Forward Movement (Only!) 
(2025) and WinterWorks (2026). (he/him) 
 
Mars Stern - is a third-year student, double majoring in dance and philosophy, from El Cerrito, California.  
UC San Diego performance credits: The Promise- UCSD Theater, ‘23, WinterWorks ‘24, ‘25, New Directions 
‘24, 25’, 26’, as well as Forward Movement (Only!) ‘25.   
 
Logan Temple - is a second year marine biology major and dance minor. Logan has participated in 
various show choir programs for six years at both the middle school and high school level. Although he 
has no technical experience, he is extremely excited to perform for the 2026 New Directions  production as 
it is his very first show here at UC San Diego! 
 
Sivaanjali Thoppai - is a second year psychology major and dance minor. She is trained primarily  in 
Indian classical dance , but has been expanding her dance horizons since coming to UCSD. She is 
excited to be a part of her first New Directions! 
 
Grace Trainor - is a third year Data Science major with a specialization in machine learning. She has 
always loved dancing and is so grateful that she has been able to continue here at UCSD. Grace has been 
primarily trained in ballet, contemporary, modern, and jazz, but loves to try any and all styles. Her UCSD 
credits include Aequora Ballet ’24, ’25 and New Directions ’25, ’26.  
 
 
 

 



 

Allen Valencia - is a 3rd year Dance and Linguistics (SLP) double major here at UC: San Diego. Allen has 
been dancing since he was 16 and has continued to grow his passion for dance here at UCSD.  Allen 
hopes to pursue his  higher education in speech pathology and  keep dance active in his life through 
dance studios here in San Diego. 
 
Teresa Velasco - Teresa Velasco De La Rocha is from Whittier, California and is currently a Communication 
major at UC San Diego. Although she dances mainly for fun, dance has always been a part of her 
everyday life and something that brings her comfort, confidence, and joy. She enjoys using choreography 
as a way to express herself and connect with others through movement and music. Through this piece, 
Teresa hopes to share a part of herself and create something meaningful and enjoyable for both the 
dancers and the audience. She is very thankful for her cast’s support, energy, and hard work throughout 
the process. 
 
Nava Waisman - is a first year Public Health major at UC San Diego. She enjoyed choreographing and 
dancing in her high school’s dance program in Culver City, CA and hopes to continue here in the dance 
department at UCSD! She is thrilled to be performing in her first New Directions! 
 
J'Sean Wiley - is a third year dance major. UC San Diego credits: New Directions, Winter Works! Other 
credits: Holiday Wishes 2022, Graduation Act. J’Sean is grateful for the opportunity of being in the show 
and to work with such amazing people, as he can’t wait to share the power of dance with the community! 
 

 

THE CREATIVE TEAM 
 

 
Keene Cheung (Composer & Sound Designer) - is a fourth-year ICAM Music and Business Economics 
double major whose creative practice primarily focuses on electronic and electroacoustic music that often 
incorporates interactive computational systems. He has worked as a sound designer, composer, and 
performer in a variety of contexts and is thrilled to be a part of this production as his last T&D show at 
UCSD. 

Italy Clark (Sound Designer) - is an undergraduate student pursuing a bachelor’s in dance. She has over 
nineteen years of experience in a multitude of dance genres. Outside of dance, she’s a sound designer, 
film editor, director and more! She’s helped design music in a variety of ranges, from a quick minute to a 
two hour production. She’s grateful for the opportunity and wishes everyone a great performance. 

 

 

 



 

Spencer Duff  (Lighting & Video Designer) - is a multimedia artist excited to be making his dance debut on 
New Directions! As second-year Lighting Design MFA student, his UC San Diego credits include Four 
Rituals, Deep Roles, People, Places, and Things,  Motherloss (WNPF 25’), Gone Missing, Describe the Night, 
and Vinegar Tom (ALD). (he/him) 

Riley Troccoli (Assistant Lighting & Video Designer) - is a first year anthropology major and theater minor 
and is so excited to continue her passion for lighting and is very excited and thankful to have gotten a 
chance to work with this team! Riley has worked on previous shows such as People Places and Things, 
Ride the Cyclone, Three Musketeers, and Fancy Jungle here at UCSD and cannot wait to expand this list.   

Emma Zion (Assistant Lighting & Video Designer) - is a first-year theatre major and is very excited to be 
working with this amazing team. She has previous lighting experience working on People Places and 
Things and sound design experience in Much Ado About Nothing and Julius Caesar. Emma is looking 
forward to continuing to work in design for theatre and dance! 

 
 

THE PRODUCTION TEAM 
 

 
Johana Bishop (Production Assistant) - is a fourth year theatre major here at UCSD. UCSD theatre credits 
include The Kids In The Wagner, Best Years, and The Comedy of Errors. Other Theatre credits: Chicago 
and Letters to Sala. Film Credits: Hail Mary (TritionTV). 
 
Zoe Davidson (Production Assistant) - is a first year theater major. Most recently, she has performed in 
productions at UCSD such as Ride The Cyclone (Muir Musical) and Spring Awakening (Muir Musical). This 
is Zoe’s first production on the tech side of a UCSD show and she can’t wait for you to experience the 
incredible talent here. Enjoy the show! 
 

Yareli Guadalupe Garcia (Production Stage Manager) - is a fourth-year Sociology, Law & Society major 
with a minor in Theatre and Human Rights & Immigration. This is her last show at UC San Diego, and is 
excited to go out with a bang. UC San Diego credits include: Winter Works(SM), People, Places, & Things 
(PA), Refuse It! A Black Woman’s Guide to 21st Century Rage (PA), Sanctuary City (PSM), 809 Almond (ASM). 

 
Ellie Kim (Assistant Stage Manager) - is a first-year theatre major and sociocultural anthropology minor. 
UCSD Credits: Fancy Jungle (Script PA), Uncharted Territory (PSM, Company 157), <3 (ASM, UCSD & 
Company 157), POTUS (Margaret, Wagner Lab) (she/her) 
 

 



 

Wanxin Peng (Production Assistant) - is a second-year undergraduate Mathematics major and Theatre 
minor at University of California San Diego. With a passion for theatre and dance, Wanxin is dedicated to 
expressing herself through art and movement while helping create spaces that bring out the artist in 
everyone within the community. UC San Diego Credits: WinterWorks 2025, Chicanx Teatro Ensemble, Big 
Gay Cabaret. (she/her) 
 
Rosemary Montoya (Assistant Stage Manager) - is a fourth-year Theatre major. UC San Diego credits: 
New Directions (ASM), The Three Musketeers (ASM), One Flea Spare (ASM), Motherloss (ASM), Rogues 
Trial (PA), and Hallow (SM). Other selected credits: The Commedia Aladdin (AD), The Fisherman and His 
Wife (SM), Snow White: A British Panto (ASM), and Decision Height (deck crew) (Sacramento City College); 
Romeo & Juliet (ASM), and Another As You Like It (ASM) (Sacramento Shakespeare Festival) 
 

 

CONNECT WITH US 
 

 
@UCSDTheatreAndDance  

 

 

 


	FUCK ICE! 
	What started as a normal party of getting together as a family turned into a living nightmare. 
	 Celebrating our Mexican heritage through tradition, heritage, culture, and movement, as we listen to the rattling percussion of the drums, our hearts start pumping. When we listen to the drums, our hearts beat as one, we feel the high energy through the sound and each other. And so we dance. We dance with love, excitement, and release. We stomp our feet on the ground, embrace one another, and shout to the top of our lungs. Families stay connected through love and connection, which is why we get together, party, and dance with each other. As we are living, laughing, and having fun, police sirens approach aggressively. Shocking our family with the intensity of seeing our family pinned down and getting arrested. What we did not expect at our loving celebration was a raid of Ice agents ripping our family from us. As the tears and shouting come from our immense emotions, we feel empty. A part of our humanity was stripped away in just a second. We feel hopeless and despair, as the loved ones they lost pain them to

	love is 
	 

	It's Time To Shine 
	"It's Time To Shine" explores the journey from emotional darkness and disconnection into freedom, confidence, joy, and human connection. Blending groove, play, vulnerability, and community, the work invites the dancers to support one another while discovering what it means to be fully seen, expressive, and alive together.  

	Kama: Desire as Revolution 
	Kama: Desire as Revolution is a spiritual journey of ritual, imagining, and action towards a futurity of love, queerness, intimacy, sensuality, the erotic, and endless possibilities. Kama, translating to love/desire/pleasure, allows a perspective into this world, where Odissi, one of the 8 Indian Classical Dance forms, can exist beyond its normative practice. It curates space to experience Odissi within social contexts while merging its elements with different movement practices to share solidarity and individuality. The piece deconstructs Odissi’s hegemonic structures that play around with the forms postures, poses, and sensuality to decolonize and enhance its capacities for gender fluidity. Through this work we claim back power to our bodies, our love, our freedom, our stories and our voices that for too long have been silenced and controlled. Queer scholar José Esteban Muñoz describes queerness as a utopia, one that is not here yet nor in the past, but meets towards a future that is continuously being 
	This piece is inspired by the many ways my community celebrates life through music, dance, family, and parties. I incorporated traditional Mexican movement and party scenes that reflect moments many of us grow up around, including a quinceañera-inspired section that highlights an important stage of life and celebration. The choreography also explores the contrast between more traditional styles of celebration and the energy that younger generations bring to parties and gatherings. More than anything, this piece is about community, freedom, and the feeling of being able to celebrate together without fear of judgment. Even when all eyes are on us, we bring desmadre in the best way possible — full of joy, confidence, culture, and love for the people around us and ourselves. also want this piece to reflect how much I love my culture, my traditions, and the energy of my people. I am proud to come from this culture and to share its beauty, joy, and spirit through movement. 

	where do we go from here? 
	Impasse-ing 
	The Weight of Flawed Perfection 

